E-Herald of the
Coming Kingdom

“The time hae come, and the Kingdom of Cod ic near.

Change the way you think and act, and believe the Good News.” 3 3
Mark 1:15 CW 1




EDITOR’S NOTE

Co-Editors: Kent Ross- Wally Winner

X

Welcome to this issue of our E-Herald. This is a somewhat unusual issue for us this month. We have
the usual collection of fine articles, but there is something extra with this issue.

Pastors Scott Deane, Bruce Reye and Chuck Jones share their insights, some of which are prophetic,
some are devotional, but all will encourage and inspire you in your walk of faith.

But because this month of July is when our General Conference will be meeting (11-13 at the
Lawrenceville, OH church), and because it happens that | was going through some old files of my father’s,
S.0O. Ross, | found much historical material relating to those General Conference meetings back in the
1970’s and 1980’s. That wasn’t so very long ago, at least to some of us, but | found it very interesting in
considering their Gatherings then and the upcoming one. I've chosen to share several pages from his files
and consider how the work is changed significantly . . . some of which is positive, some of which is not.

Copies of the following pages are included:

1) Areport of what was then called Youth Conference, where you will see there were over 400 participants
at two concurrent camps. These high numbers are down substantially. Interestingly, that was the
summer a new youth director took over the reins and canned the two camp directors, wanting to go a
new direction, unfortunately it was down.

2) There is a copy of the schedule for the entire General Conference meeting. Classes and sessions filled
each day. Some of those listed as speaking then are also speaking at this year’s Conference. It is
interesting to follow the decline in attendance and participation that has occurred over the interim years..

3) That why a listing of goals in also included, which looked positively to the future, with growth ideas and
prospects. There seems to be only one action item this year, which is to expand the missions board, by
allowing it to expand, for present members to appoint their new members and thus perpetuate themselves.
It's interesting to note that at least two of the members back then, remain on the missions board today.

4) Also there is a listing of givers in a given month. Many of them faithfully gave what they could, larger and
smaller, to support the overall work of the General Conference work, “Doing together what we cannot
do alone.” That pattern of faithful giving continues and some of the names would also be there today,
though many faithful ones have now fallen asleep in death.

These pages may not mean the same to some of our readers who have little knowledge
of our General Conference, but many of our readers will read and remember, and hopefully decide to
remain among the faithful as we continue doing together.

Awareness of the Headlines

Egypt elects as its new president as member of the Muslim Brotherhood, which bodes more difficulties
for Israel and for the United States. Strangely enough, the U.S. president seems to have congratulated
Egypt on it's move toward democracy. For Bible students this only further strengthens the belief that at the
end of this present, evil Age, Israel will stand along, abandoned even by the United State of America. This
was unthinkable before this present administration.

Russia, Iran, Syria and seemingly China together planned extensive war-games in the volatile Middle
East, where things continue at a near igniting point. Syria is murdering its own citizens and the world lodges
another futile protest. These slaughters include many Christians, and the media ignores the horror of it all.

Great tribulation is being perpetrated against Christians through Africa and Southeast Asia and especially
where Islam is in the majority. Again, this is largely ignored and minimized by the world press as if persecution
against Christians is not a matter of important.

Jesus did warn that if the world hated him, so it will also hate those who follow him. All this is not new,
but it is intensifying in these times.
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More than Ever

The need for evangelism in these days is
paramount as the time seems to be growing shorter
for action. The Good News remains the Good News
of the Coming World-wide Kingdom of God, but few
heed its call.

Instead the pursuit of pleasure plagues the
Christian church. We would be more evangelistic if
we didn’'t have to use our camper on these lovely
summer weekends, and we have ball games that
make getting to church each Sunday so difficult, and
with friends coming this weekend, we’ll need to stay
home and get ready for dinner, and on it goes . . . ad
nauseum, ad infinitum.

People are not responding to a “gospel” that is
worth so little to those who proclaim to be followers
of it. One of our old preachers characterized things
this way as he paraphrased the hymn, “Like a might
turtle moves the Church of God. Brothers, we are
treading where we've always trod. . . “

Dietrich Bonhoeffer once profoundly put it, “When
Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die,” but
then he probably didn’t understand how important is
our busyness today.

‘Cheap, Cheap Grace

Heritage Conference

This Fall, over September 20-22, 2012 (note the
corrected dates), there will be a Gathering of like-
minded believers to consider our Heritage and the
challenge of the future. David Krogh, past present of
both Oregon and Atlanta Bible Colleges, will be one
of the featured speakers. More speakers are being
confirmed as the program develops. Two days filled
with strong presentations, touching details from
missions, special evening programs and spirit-filled
sessions.

Jan Stilson will be there speaking regarding our
connection with English believers in the 1700 and
1800’s. Further there will be a consideration and
analysis of the Church Planting efforts with our
churches. There will also be an assessment of
Church of God Christian education materials for
various age levels with conversations with some of
those editors.

More details will be coming. The Heritage
Conference is to be held at the North Hills Church of
God, outside Springfield, Ohio. Block those dates out
and join us for this important meeting as we Look to
the Past, Consider the Present, and Plan for the
Future.

Kent H. Ross
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Christian Light

By Chuck Jones

When | think of “christian light” my thoughts go
directly to the words of our Master and Teacher
when he declared; “You are the light of the
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it
gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let
your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16).

As we read this passage, the major idea is
that “we are the light (phos) of the world. The
Greek word “phos” “is used in both a literal and a
transferred sense, has the meanings of daylight,
sunlight, brightness, shining, and lamp. Light is both a medium and object of sight. It enables us to
grasp and master the world; to see it is life. Light brings freedom, deliverance, and hope” (TWBNT).

The word Jesus used is the same as our English word light. As we understand light, we can understand
‘phos”. Bear with me as | make some connections.

Light as we know it must come from a source. Light is generated. Light can not be overcome or driven
out by darkness, the opposite is true. If the source is eliminated, then darkness will fill the void. There
are perhaps two things like this, light and heat.

Each of these has an opposite; darkness and cold, Yet these two qualities, light and heat are generated.
Their opposites can’t be. | know someone is thinking “I have an air conditioner and a fridge that make
things cold.” That is true. The way that happens is that the heat is removed. Likewise, darkness can’t
be generated. It appears only when light is removed. No one has invented a “dark-bulb”. To carry this
metaphor a little farther, good and evil can also be applied to this thinking. Good will always overcome
evil. Evil is not as powerful as good. Good is generated, evil is the absence of good. The source of

good is the same one as the light that is in us. As Paul directed us, “ Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21).

When Jesus declared us to be light of the world. There are some important implications that go along
with that. We are darkness driving-out machines, when that light is generated by the All Mighty.

Light is very helpful in knowing what to avoid, so we don’t stumble. This ought to go without saying, but
it came to me one night at camp. The men’s cabins were way offin the woods and the restrooms were
way off in the other direction. Natured called well after dark. So | had to make the trip. There was one

July eHerald - Page 4



spot where the path went down hill and to the left. That spot had a number of tree roots that stuck up out
of the ground and made the path a little dangerous. If it hadn’t been for my flashlight, | may well have

taken a tumble. When it comes to life in this present evil age, Jesus is the light of the world. Then Jesus
spoke to them again, saying, “l am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness,
but have the light of life.” (John 8:12). Notice that Jesus said, the one who follows him, will not walk in
darkness there will be less chance to stumble when we follow Jesus. Then this “reflected” light will help
lead others as well.

Don’t hide your light. That only allows darkness to spread.

Letting our lights shine is an interesting statement. “Let” carries an idea of cooperation. Like, “let the
dog out”. It implies to me that unless we do something to stop it, it will be done. Letting your light shine
requires that we don’t hide it under something that will keep it from shinning out in the darkness. Mark
records these words of Jesus for us: “Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket or under a bed? Is it
not to be set on a lampstand? 22 For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has
anything been kept secret but that it should come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear”
(Mark 4:21-23).

This passage has some additional information for us to consider. It is as if Jesus is saying, “Did | invest
in you as light so you could hide it? No, | want you to shine in the darkness.” It appears that there really
isn’t any alternative to this. If we have the spirit of Christ, then it should be seen by others. If we don’t
have the spirit of Christ, then we aren’t his (see Romans 8:9). The things Jesus referred to as “hidden”
are spiritual truths that were revealed to the disciples at a later time.

Luke recorded this same passage with a little bit different twist. “No one, when he has lit a lamp,
covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but sets it on a lamp stand, that those who enter may see
the light. 17 For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be known
and come to light. 18 Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more will be given;
and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him” (Luke 8:16-18).

That difference | want to point out is the last verse. “Pay attention to how you hear.” Let it sink in and
make a difference in your life. The warning is that “For whoever has, to him more will be given; and
whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him” Let your light shine!

It may not come to mind but light can be intrusive. Especially when we want to sleep. But we haven’t
been called to sleep. In fact Paul directs us, “And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far
spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor
of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and
lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to fufill its lusts” (Romans 13:11-14).

The time of Jesus’ return is closer now than it has ever been before. Wake up! Don’t be satisfied with
less than Jesus wants out of you. I'll close with these words from Romans 12:11. “[do]not lagging in
diligence, fervent [on Gre like a light] in spirit, serving the Lord.”
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Church of God

PROGRESS JOURNAL

VOLUNIE 18

JUHE, | 578

HUMBER 2

Annual Report of the Church of God
General Conference Board of Directors

Theme: “Heritage of Our Faith™

Thie report of the Board of Ddarectors of the Chureh of God
Genemal Conference was appreved at a regular mesting of the
Board of Dimciers on Apel 29, 1975, The report i presented
anre &3 delegates to the 1976 CGeoeral Canferenee business ses-
siomns [Aoqust 914, 1976, Riverview Fack, Cedar Falls, 1A) can
pecome [armalias with it and can be instrocted by thaoir church or
stabe canferenos regarding syme.

This reépoet is for the first eight months of tha fiscal year, and
any special items of interest in the intecim will ke reported
atally at General Conference. The progress and acdvitios o the
stweral departments are reported herein, with some additional
comments on the wark az a wholo

The new dormitory at Oreqon Bibée College has been used
ginge schoal bagan in Auguese, 1975, The bueilding is working out
wory patssfactorly, and is a tremendous asset to the work of
Cwagon Bible College. A6 of the physical faciliti=s of the Gen
#ral Conlerepos dré in good repair. The literature campaign con
nues to b2 s blemeng to the churches apd individuals whe are
inwolwed in this program of distribating the written Word

We exiend oor thanks and appreciation to all members of the
Genesal Conference saff for their dedicated ssrvice, Follewing
i a report of each of the sevesal departinenls of the Clgech of
God General Conference

Bersan ¥outh Departmant
At thee time of this writing, several programs sponsared by
the Berean Youth Department hawe been successfully com
pleted. Crthers are in the planning stage

part. have been complited and the staff for [97% has been
establishied,

figain, due 13 increased costs passed om0 us b the sike
gwners. we hawe had 1o aise the tuition sost to $53.00 For
1074

There was na Junior Cavavan during 1975, but the Sendor
Caravan traveled to Frederickiown, MO, where it conducted tha
anfual vacation Bible school and participated in che Misssurd
State Confereoce. The Cardvan was sponsored by yous Youth
Durector and his wife, sad was beld July 27 fsgusi 2, 1975,

The slide-sound s of the 1975 Internatianal Berean ¥outh
Cooference was praparad and put into circulacion in January of
L5376, At this dma, the wt is scheduled to be shown 1o game 28
churches

Youth Week was condected Ociobes 20-26, 1975 Thore
werg B3 growps which participated by snding in repores far
Judging. fugain this year, the responsibility Tor jodging was given
ter the Youth Advissey Council, This wes sccomplished ar the
annusl menting of the Counedl duting the Midwinter Fetroag

The first-place traveling trophy was awarded to the Blood
River Bereany of Speingfield. LA The second-place wawliog
trophy went to the Columbia Bereans of Calumbia Station, OH,
East Pocrls, 1L, Hope Chapel, Scuth Bend, TM, and the Lake
shore Bible Charch, Tempe, AZ, alsc ranked high, fr was ap
parent from the reports réceived thar a grear deal of plarning

The major progeam of the Berean Youth Fellowship s Youth
Conference. A very successful Conference was held July 20-26.
1975, Camp Aleander Mack and Shipshewana Ferrear Cener
played hosts to cur young people, Camp Mack becams an all-
high-schoal camp, Twe hardred ninewy-eight young people and
33 waff membors wese presnt. Shipshewana Recreat Centet
became an all-post-high camp. Sixty-savan campers and 18 aaff
membars ware present at thie Tasilioy.

The same two camps have been obtaimed for te 1976 Youth 3

Conference, o be held July 18-24, 1975, Camp Mack will again
ke an alfl-high-school camp and the Ravwan Camter will hoat
past-high through age 25, Married souples of the right age will
again b allowed 12 attend. Plans for this progeam, for the mest

and work had beam put forth by the Bereans and thalr lnaders
— TNE el POR-HIgh MEwInter Febreat was Beld emmmber
2% Jawnary 1 at Camp Alekander Mack Thirty-two young pea-
ple were in attendance. Hugh and Mary Harman and Jim and
Charleme Graham served ss stafT for this retreat

Publications of the Youth Department incliede Chadeigs and
the Miniar Barsan Lesian Mangal The Mo Lessair Maraas,
sodidiindng 27 lesmons. was put ineo printed form bn Jidy of 1975
nd was mede available to the charches Vary fow sopiss worm
e, and it was decided to hald off gn the publication af

gt mansal until a future tima, Challeage, edited by youar
[Touth Thrector, continues 1o be published on a bi-monthly
basis. flm, Foerh Workers Meme and other literature are sant

5 &% roeded

o e, Al always, thanklul to God for bis bessings, and
(Fiease ern éo page 3}

The report on the Youth dep artment show 416 p articip ants at the two
concurrent camps held at Camp Mack (high school) and Camp Shipshewana

(college-age). Does anyone know the whereabouts of the “traveling trophy”

for the youth week winners?

Also reference is made to the Junior & Senior

Berean Lesson manuals, and the 1967 ones will be considered at this year 'S
Heritage Conf., Sept. 20-22, 2012 at North Hills, Ohio)
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Of interest are the speakers and leaders of the various
sessions, some of whom are no longer with us.

Also see

the extensive schedule, and attendance then numbered
somewhere over 200+

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Conference Waorkors:

General Prograny Chabrmsan: 5. O, Rom

Camp Direcior: David Krogh

Wership Proqram Directors: Kenneth Milne,
Jokin Faunptleroy, 5. 0. Rosi

Chibdren's Class Directer: Lynne Koagh

Huad Uslsor: Hareld Domigan

Iuzic Darector: Dale Raomsey

Credentials Commitise: Rigth Quecholser

Facoplicn! Don and Crheermyer

Foom Assignments: Mildred O Neil, Diane Hus-
tom, Wikma Petry

Diosk Clarks: Dans Reye, Cheryl Swarkz

Mimistars' Meetings: B, Warren Sarensom

Priscilla Meetings: Grace Cain

Business Cdfice: Baciky Hall, Mary Frogh, Lois
Smilh

Camp Huree: June Andrew

Photograpbor: J. Richard LaCrons

DAILY SCHEDULE
Monday, Pagust 9
2:00 Registration Beginz
8130 Suppar
T30 Evaning Worship Service
Conlerence Board of Directors, Opening
and Song Servioe; Benneth Milne, Speak-
ar, ** eritage From Ahmaham'
E:45 Fecaption
I0:30 Lights Cuat

Tisemlay, Alsgust 10
7:30 Breakfnst
B:45 Prayer Seszions (all Adulrs, Minlsters,
Youth, and Priscilles in joint meesion),
Billlie Kargnady, Chakrmean
P00 Joint Session [Adults, Ministers, Youth,
end Prisctllas), OBC Board af Ediscation
2:00 Childeen's Classas
10:0F Yauth sttend Business Sessiors | Y outh

Cray |
10:00 Flrst Businass Sassiom
Welcome by the Chairman
Seating of the Delegates
Intraduticn af Mew Debegales and Dele-
FERIEHEES
Communications
CQuestion Feried en writien mports of
eammiliess angd boards
Report on Activities of the Baoard aof
Directors, Bussell fohns
Finansdal Repart
Cransideration of Berean Youth
Fellowship Business
Publicatkads
45 Raoess (or Lunch

1
2
1:25 Misslom Board Presestation
2:15 Sharing Session
1. Missian Board, Building a Firmis
Frundation in Home Missions
&, Wission Board, Butlding a Firmer
Feundation in Forsdgn Misstons
3. A Bibbical Srudy, Paal MePhecon
4. Multi-edia Prasontation, John Levwis
5. Implications of Contemporary Educa-
Hom, Charles Pryar
16 Board of Directors’ Maating
50 Crismissal Fram Sewions
50 Alumni Busines Meeting (OBEC)
Al Planned Youth fotivities
gg Chodr Proctice

2.
%
3
3
4
5:30 Supper

Thema: “Heritage of Our Faith™

T Communion Service, C. E. Ramdall and
Ceoil Smead
T30 Evening Worship Servics, Dale Ramsey,
Semy Lesder; Warren Sarenson. Speakier,
“*Christ and His Church"
#:0 Youth Film
10: 20 Lights Out

Wednesdey, Avgust 17
7:30 Breakfast
a:45% Frayver Sesedomn [Adults, William Law
rerice] Ministers, Dawvid Cheatwaod;
Youoth, Michael Berry; Priscillas, Engd
Meddook and MBdned Meoy)
D00 Adull Class, Eagene Stilen
Youth, Edward Bender
Children's Classes
Mimistars” Waating
Prisciliss" Me=ting
10:00 Youth Class, Waldon Wisnes, Je
13:00 Rusiness Sassian
Reading of Tuesday's Minutes
Missian Business
Elecgban af Mililan Board Members
45 Repess Far Lunch
00 Lunch
25 Board of Education Presentation
15 Sharing Session
Oregan Bibie College Board of Educa
ticm
Z: 15 Eoard of Dirsctars’ Mueeting
5: 30 Digmisse] From Sessions
530 Planped Actlvities fas ¥euth
£:00 Chalr Praclica
&5
5.5
T

1
1

1:
2
].
2

0 QBC Alumni Banquet
0 Suppec
30 Evenirig Worshlp Seevics, Dale Ramsew,
Song Lesder; Fenl Ross, Speaker. "The
Church of God Today™
9: 00 . Bi-anrual meeting of the Chareh of Ged
Ministers Veluntary Rotirement Sssocia
tm
10: 50 Lights Cut

Thursday, daguest 12
T80 Brazkfast
Bi45 Prayer Sedions (Adults, Joa Jamag; bin-
isters, John Rallton; Youth, Joe Chancan;
Priscillas, Charlee Graham and Debble
Mattisan)
00 Adilt Bible Clais, E. Milan Hall
Youath Class, Dande] Landry
Children's Claszes
Mindsters® Murting
Priscille® Meeting
LQ-00 Youih Class, Robert Jones
10-00 Businsss Sassion
Reading af Wadnasday 's Minutey
Menmination of Threa Directors
DOregon Bible College Business
11:45 Recess far luneh
12:00 Lunch
1:25 Wership Servipe, Michael Mattisan
2:15 James Graham |55 Board)
X:25 Fharng Sessions
1, Crpportumitios fos the Older Adult,
Francls Burnelt
2, Advanring the Smaller Sunday
Echaol, James Seabkam
3, What Makes 8 Good Sandsy School
Teacher? Joyce Knapp

4. The Pupil's Respansibility, Scott Rase
5. The Yeuth Rals in the Sunday
Seheal, Jardon Landry

15 Board of Directors' Meeting

3 Driseni=ssal fram Sharing Saigans

0 Planmeed Actlvities for Yootk

Bl Chair Practice

30 Supper

30 Evening Warship Service, Musicale, "iCar
Hagitage in Musc,” Dale Ramsey

10:30 Lights Crut

2
3.
3.
4:
B
¢ [

Fricay, Sugust 13

T: %) Breakfast
5 Prayer Sesioms (Adulis, Wills Tumer;
Minsters, James Ritch; Youth, Dale

Harshman; Priscillas, Loulse Humphimys)
S0 Acdule Bible Class {55 Board}, Goall
Fasz, “'A Meaninglisl Herdtage'"
Touth, Fay Hall
Children's Classes
MEnkstars” Medting
Prizcillas’ Mesting
10; B ¥outh Class, Reonald Macy
10: 0} Business Session
Reading af Thursday's Minutes
Elwction of Three Directors
Sunday Schopd Businoss
L:dh Recass Tor lunch
24 Lunch
1:25 Installation of the new Bosrd of Diree
farg, K. Warran Sorenson
1:40 Ordination Service, C. F. Pryos
2115 Continuatlon of Business Seuian
Canaial Biskiomii
Adaption of a Budget
: 3 Adsournment of Busindss Session
30 Planned Activiiy for Youilh
& Suppar
A0 Evening Worship Servive, Dals Ramsey,
Song Leader; Jamses Mallizon, Speaker,
"Compismmsation of Char Heritage"™
102350 Lights Ot

1
1

=] UM 4 4

Saturdiy, August 14
7200 United Praver Bervies: Ruossel] Johns
7:30 Breakfast
9:00 Camp should be vacated

—

GEMERAL CONFEREMNCE

The anmeal Church of Gof Censtal Cenfar-
soce b5 & Ume of fallewslbip and shamimg with
brethren from many pasts of the United States
arsdl Canada, It is a time of study, prayer, wos-
ship, imstraction, beawtifol e Confernce
business, amd timely and Inspiring  messages
Fraen 5o s Wend

In thie bicentennial vear of the United Siates,
it &5 a time of reflection and recalling &f awr
histocical herdtage. The theme af the Confer-
emee, "Hertage <f Our Faith," sl denctes a
thirst al raflection and mecalling the greaz heri-
tage that we of the Church of God cherish, Wa
are most grateful to the patrieschs oF old who
have Brgught B u the truths of our faith.

PROGRESS JOURMAL is cwned and published by Church of God Genecal Comference, 131 N, Third 51, Geegon, [bnos, a non.peafit llinals
) 1 ’

¥ tlass |
Addréss correspondence to: Church of God Genesal Canferencs, Bax 100, Oregon, llinals 61061

2

e paid at Cregon, IHinods. Madled cach meonth sxcept Auguai 1. H. LeCreae, Editar; Faul C, Johnson, Asiaciane Editar

FROGRESS JOURNAL
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CHURCH OF GOD GENERAL CONFERENCE
FROPOSED BUDGET

Qctober 1, 1372 to September 30, 1973

ANTICIFATED INCOME:

Tuition, Room & Board (OBC) 5 30,000.00
Gross Profit from Sales
{Sales less printing & purchases) 5,000.00
Total Anticipated Income § 35,000.00
ANTICIPATED EXPENSES:
Salaries $84,000.00
Utilities & Telephone 8,000.00
Insurance 2,.500.00
Sccial Security 4,.000.00
Fostage 2,000.00
Depreciation & Repairs 2,500.00
Departmental Printing B,000.00
Supplies & Expensea 4,500.00
Food 7,000.00
huto & Travel 7.,000.00
500.00
Eﬁ:’;“wan g The budget seems p altry
Legal & Audit 800.00 now, but we worked hard to
Golden Rule Contract 1,500.00 achieve it and much good
Advance Education, OBC Prof 800,00 work was accomplished
Emergency Reserve Fund 600.00 th
Literature Campalign (Incl. Heralds) B,000.00 en.
MISSIONS:
MNova Scotla 4,.B00.00
India 1,800.00
Mexico 1,000.00
Fhilippine Islands ,000.00
Lebanon & Egypt &, 700,00
MNigeria 1,800,00
Pastoral Aid 3,0800.00
Literature 600.00
fg-rd Exoense 1,200,00
I£iszion Opporhinities 400, 00
25,800,00
Total Anticipated Expenses $169,000.00
CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED $134,000.00

{Goals for Giving)
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FIVE REASONS YOU MIGHT V2T WaNT
TGO TO GEMERAL CONFEREMCE

I, There is a lot of beautiful country betwesan
here and there, We all know that can cause a
SiTain om your éyes!

4. Tou get there and meet & lot af Chistians
walking around happy, with smiles on their
faces, and they act friendly all the time. That
cartainly I8 a jolt to your system, especially a
whole week of it,

3, You get a chance to meet dedicated church
members, studying (deas to help our churches,
and you get a chance to pray together and share
your problems with athers. You hear the Word
of God preached every day, That is apt to leave
a sear on your personality,

4. Then theére are three good meals a day.
You go through the line (o pick up your food,
and then find a table where you can ehit-chal
with some qeod Chirlstlans while vou eat. That
i+ hard on your digestive system. [ teak my
indigestion pills with me, and never ot a
chance to take one,

e e e i e e 8 8 g B ™ g S 14 - i T 0

Contributors

5. Then you have some time bo velax; mayhbe
gt around a campfire, maybe just vislt with old
Eriends, ar pechaps g6 oul for pizza or bce
cream. That s hard cn you; it might even keep
vou awake nights

Se, unless you can stand that kind of living, |
wouldn't advise you te 9o o General Confer
ende Lyle Walkington, Blanchard, ML

e ———

BICENTENNIAL-ORIENTED RECEPTION

Many communitisd throughout the nation
will be having bicentennial ovents and actlvities
all during thiz year, Since ihe theme for the
Ciemeral Conlerence is “Heritage of our Faith,"
it swems quite fitting that these who have ces-
turnes relating to histore events brlng them o
wear to the Monday night reception. This is &
time set aside Tor greeting each other, welcom-
Ing firat-timers, and sharing in fellowship to-
gether, 50 the committee unges you to wea
your coftumes and add to the Testivities,

Don & Mar) Cvermysr, receplion committae

Ba

k then the names

of amount of giving
was published as an
encouragement. That
perhap s can no longer

o])

accomplished.

Some of those names
are still contributing
today.

i

to the General Conference: apii 1976
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Back then we est ablished both a Home and Foreign Missions Board. Sadly
ant, though Lord’ s Harvest International now continues

Missions Board is not longer ext

, the Home

to represent the foreign works. The Home work needs again help in strengthening it.

Note the t asks each was too accomplish.

Also of interest is the discontinuation of the

support for the work in Mexico, though it has recommenced.

pared and be mindful of the words of Paul, “'Unto them that
loak for him shall he appear the second time without sin unte
wmlvation” {Heb. 9: 2Bk).

Hecommendations for 197677

L Wa recommend that the Misions Board of the Church of God
General Confarence be reconstructed as follows:

a, That there be s Foreign Misions Beard of three members

elected by the General Conference delegates. That one be

elected each year, for a tarm of thres years, That immediate-

Iy after the election each year, the Board elect one of ite

number to act as Foreign Mizsions Board Chairman,

b, That thers be a Home Misaons Board of three members

elected by the General Conference delegates, That ocne be

elected each year for a term of three years. That immediately
after the election sach wear, the Board elect one of its num-
bar to act as Home Mizgons Board Chalrrman,

e. That & Supesintendent of Missions be appointed by the

Baard of Directors of the Church of God General Confer-

enca, either on a part-time or full-time basis ag the nesd

fegknes.

d, That bath the Foreign Missions Board and the Home Mis-

sions Board serve, together with the Superintendent of Mis.

slans, as the Missions Board of the Church of God General

Conference. That the Superintondent of Missionz be the

chairman of that full Board.
Explanations: The delegates at the 1975 Ganeral Conference
passed the following metion: “That the present Missions Board
be divided imto a Foretgn Missions Board and & Home Missions
Board: implementation to be handled by the Board of Direc-
tors, in conjunction with the pressnt Mizsions Beard, and be
prasatited at the 1976 Geperal Conférence.'” Upon consultation
with the Missions Board, the Board of Directore makes the fore-
qoing recommendation.
In practice, the Home Misions Board could meet alone ar
with tha Supenntendent of Missions: The Foreign Missicns
Board could mest alone ar with the Supenntendent of Missions.
O same occastons, the two Boards would meet together, under
the chairmanship of the Superimtendent of Missions, to discuss
like protdems, and to keep a gontinuity in the mission work of
the General Conference.
To institute the new Missons Boards, to preserve the term of
office of the present Missions Board members, and to zet up the
contnulty of henceferth alesting the Board members for three
year terms, the fellowing procedure for the 1976 General Con-
ferenica is proposed
Hoona Missions Board:
1. M. A, Patrick to serve out hls unexpired one-year term.
2. Elect a Home Misions Board member for a twe-year
Lesen.
3. R. Warren Sorenson to serve cut his unexpired thres-
WaET (el
Foratgn Missions Board:
1. Elect a Foretgn Mimton: Board member For a one-year
term.
2. Paul Owerhalser to serve out his wnexpired two-rear
term
Z. Elect a Foreign Missions Board member for a three-year
PEEm.
The fourth member of the present Missions Board i
Mardy Lawrence, whose term of office axpires this year.
She may be reelected,

Duties and Guideline: of Home Missions Board: Study, evals-

awe, and make recommendations in the following ansas:
1. Fastoral Aid
2. Special Chureh Asd
. Miszion Builders requests
4, Ways 1o stimelate local chursh growth
3. Ways to start new Sunday schools and churches in areas
where thare is now no Church of God witness
& Ways 10 make greater use of Hterature and persanal
witness
7. Soliciy woarkers in new and small churches
8. Surmulate the membership to propagate the gespel and
make disciples for Christ

Duties and Guidelines of Foreign Missions Board: Study,
evaluate, and make recommendaticns in the following areas:
1. Presant mission field eperations and their neads
2, Present national workers
%, Christian and business principles to be wsed in missicn
fields
4, Amount of support ln each field
5. Building and equipment mecommendations in present
mizson fields
&, Hew flakds of mssion operation
7, Missionary personnel prospects
&, Stimulate the membearzhip to greatsr mismon coneerns
Thess guidelines are very general. A more specific job de-
scription will be prepared later, in cooperation with each
elected Missmons Board.
[1. We recommend that we discontinue financial suppart to the
Mexico mision work at the present ime [September 1, 1978)
dun 1o a lack of interest on the fleld thers.

Explamationr: Due to the caltwral attitudes in Mexico, it is

axtrernely difftcult for & woman 0o bulld a misson wark with
any measure af success, Further consideration of mission work
in Mexice may be given when conditions merit.
IIL. We recommend thai a gqualified General Canfarance repre.
sentative be sent to each of cur mission fields to remain as long
ag feasibls for the purpom of administratien, waching, and
preaching,

Explanation; Recognizing the nesd for more supervision kn
our mizdon flelds, and recognizing the value of having an Amer)-
can ropresentative in the field, the foregoing recommendation is
proposed. It is suggested that money be ralsed by special appeal
each tme such a trip is made,

IW. We recommend an amendmment to the Constitution.

Areicle I1 (delegates) Section 3 now reads! “The officers of
the Church of God General Confevence, together wath the bi-
censad ministers of the Conference and cne delegate from each
gtate or distriet conference; shall be considered as delegates at
large and have the same powers as the delegates frem the
churches."

We recommend that Section 3 sead as follows: ' The officers
of the Church of God General Conference, together whth I
censed andfor ordained ministers of the Conference who ane
pastors of a church, co-pastors of a church, serving on the Con-
ference stalf, retired pastors, or asociate pastors, and one dele-
gate from each state or district conferenoa, shall be considerad
a5 delegates at large, and shall have the zame powers as the
delegates fram the churehes. "

Explanaton: Thiz amendment would give Genaral Confer-
ence delegate status anly 1o thoese Heensed and ardained minis
ters who are in @ ministerial capacity. fAny other licensed or
ordained minister could be a delegate if s0 appointed &s & regu-
lar delegate of a church or district conference.
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Reaching Forth to Seventy-Five (Phil. 3:13, 14)

Dapartment By September, 1972 By Saptember, 1975
FOREIGN MISSIONS 1] An esperienced pastor ar missionary 1] Two new Missicn Fields
representative to vislt a foreign field
and epernd gix months 1o a yedar inoa 2] Five more Miszsicnaries in
training program for the missionaries the fiold
in that fleld,
HOME MIESIONS 1} Thorsugh fellow-up of the witnessing 1) Pastoral Add increased to
PIOJrams §150 per manth
2) Two new churches in the Gensral Con- 21 Ten new churches in the Seneral
lerenoe Conference
3 1,000 Mission Builders @ 1,500 Mission Bullders
SEUNDRY SCHOOL I} Two new Sunday Schools in each District 1] Five rew Senday Schools in
of the General Confersnos sach Dlerict of the Genecal
Conlersnce
2} Each Sunday Bchool lncresase attendancoe
by at least 20% 7] Emch Sunday School fncroase

2}

i

—

Each Bunday School continue to conduct
systematio tescher training program

Each Sunday Schaol use General Confer-
enca quarterlles 1n every class

Lach district of the General Conference
conduct an anneal Sunday School Super-
intendantzs’ Seminar

attendance by at laast 0%

BEREAN YOUTH 1} 10% increase in memberanip--approxi- 1} 20% increase in membership
FELLOWSHIP mately 130,
2} Monthly publication of
2} Definite plans for the publishing of Challenge , including & page
a Diamond Jublles Annfversacy Album; for Youth leaders, pastars
1838 - 1971
3} Full Time ¥outh Director
3) District Post-High Youth Retreats
PUBLIEHING 1) Rewize and improve Vacation Bible Schocl 1} Devslop the outreach of The

2)

El

materials g0 that every Church of God
gohoal Will wee it

Every Church of God family receive The
Festitution Herald.

Develop a new line of tracts thar includes
evangelisde and sudy-type Tacts.

Restitution Herald, sending to
friende, proapects, and all who

raquest 1t with & goal of 10,600
per isFuR.

CHEGON BIBLE
COLLESED

1}
2)

3

Total naw graduates= 15
Student Body Size = BD
Volumes in Library = 7,508

Recognition by State of Illinols achiaved

1l
Z]
£

Total New Graduates=43
Student Body Slze = 75

Volumes in Library = 10, 000
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The Stones Will Cry Out

By Bruce Reye

I want to take a look at the time when Jesus rode into Jerusalem just before his
death, burial and triumphant resurrection.

It was a day full of festivities; a day of celebration.

The Jewish people were getting ready to celebrate their Passover. Spirits were
high and there was a “buzz” around town that the long awaited Messiah just might have arrived.

In Luke 19:29-35 the physician records ?° When He approached Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount
thatis called Olivet, He sent two of the disciples, ° saying, “Go into the village ahead of you; there, as you
enter, you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here. 3! If anyone asks you,
‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of it.”” *2 So those who were sent went away and
found it just as He had told them. 3 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you
untying the colt?” ** They said, “The Lord has need of it.” * They brought it to Jesus, and they threw their
coats on the colt and put Jesus on it.

Jesus is getting prepared for his triumphant entry into Jerusalem. He has instructed two of his disciples to
go on ahead and get the colt and bring it to him.

You might ask yourself what is the significance of the colt or donkey that is tethered or tied up.

In Genesis 49:10-11 we read; '° “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from between
his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. * “He ties his foal to the vine,
And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine; He washes his garments in wine, And his robes in the blood of
grapes.

At this point in time Jacob was an old man and he was dying. He gathered his sons around him and
prophesied about each one and their descendants. Of particular interest is his prophecy about Judah. King
David came from the line of Judah, and later Old Testament prophecy made it clear that the Messiah would
also come from Judah in the line of David.

This prophesy of Jacob did not even begin to be fulfilled until the time of King David.

For the Jewish person praying for a Messiah, the tethered or tied up colt would remind them of this prophecy
in Genesis and further their association of Jesus as being the long awaited Messiah.

As we go back to the book of Luke | want to look at Luke 19:36-40 3¢ As He was going, they were spreading
their coats on the road. " As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the
whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they
had seen, *® shouting: "BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!” ** Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your
disciples.” *° But Jesus answered, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!”
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As Jesus approaches Jerusalem the excitement is building and the people are letting their joy and happiness
be made known to all those around them; especially, to the Pharisees and why not? They believe that Jesus
is the coming Messiah so not even the religious leaders can harm them now.

As you might expect the Pharisees are not a bit happy about this at all. So what happens?
The Pharisees told Jesus to quiet the crowd. In other words; shut those people up.

| really appreciate the response of Jesus here. Jesus said to the Pharisees that if these people were quiet
“the stones would cry out”.

You mightfind it interesting here to note that the word used for the English phrase “cry out” is the Greek word
krazo. The Greek word krazo here means; to scream or cry out . Jesus is telling the Pharisees that if my

people are silent the rocks will start screaming.

How much attention do you think that might bring to Jesus if the people were silent and the rocks were crying
out or screaming his name? If you think about it the Pharisees should have been happy it was the followers
of Jesus and not the rocks.

The apostle Paul talked about the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 where he
wrote, * Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which | preached to you, which also you received, in
which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which | preached to you, unless
you believed in vain. ® For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4+ and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, ® and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. ® After that He appeared
to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;
"then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared
to me also.

The apostle Paul is confirming here what was written in the gospels and he is also confirming the words of
Jesus himself.

We serve arisen savior and it is because he conquered death that we can have life.

I want to tell you though that there will come another day when “the stones will cry out” here on this earth.

I am not referring to a literal audible voice like Jesus was in Luke 19:40.

I am however talking about a time when grave stones may be turned over, where granite rock may be
shattered like glass. | am talking about a day when the only thing a grave stone might be marking is a big
hole in the ground. 1 am referring to a time when graves will be opened and all those that remain here on this

earth will see row after row of empty graves and holes all around.

The disciples in a private meeting asked Jesus to tell them what the signs would be for his return.
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In Matthew 24:4-28 Jesus is answering their question and he is telling them and us about the signs and
wonders of the tribulation.

In Matthew 24:29-31 Jesus continues by saying; 2° “But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE
SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL
from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. *° And then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING
ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. ** And He will send forth His angels with A
GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of
the sky to the other.

Jesus tells us that after the tribulation he will return to this earth. As a sign of due respect for a conquering
King the angels will blow the GREAT TRUMPET and the elect will be gathered together from all over the
world. What a glorious meeting that will be! What a glorious day that will be!

Paul also talks about this in 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 ** Behold, | tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we
will all be changed, ®2in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 3 For this perishable must put on the
imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. * But when this perishable will have put on the
imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written,
“DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP invictory.*> O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS
YOUR STING?” *® The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; >’ but thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Easter Sunday is not just about the resurrection of Jesus Christ; it is about our resurrection as well. It is
because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ that we too can live forever. Because Jesus was resurrected to
immortality we can too. We can live forever in a glorious Kingdom that Jesus our Christ will bring to this
renewed earth. Resurrection Sunday is a day of hope and a day of comfort.

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 we read 3 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who
are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. ** For if we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. ** For this we say to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede
those who have fallen asleep. *® For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. ¥ Then we who are alive
and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall
always be with the Lord. ' Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Can you justimagine all the up-ended tomb stones? Think about all the empty graves.

Yes, brothers and sisters someday soon the stones will cry out, only this time they will cry out to a sinful
world; a world that will be looking around not only in amazement but | am sure in fear and doubt as well. After
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all, what would you do or how would you feel if you could see were rows of empty graves all opened up?
As we celebrate the coming of Spring we also celebrate the promise of new life.

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus we once again celebrate the promise of new
life.

It may be closer than you might think; however, there will come a day when the grave stones here on this
earth will just be an empty marker to a full life that had been lived following the commands of Father God and
His Son Jesus Christ.

Should the Lord tarry there will come a time when someone will look down at your grave and mine. All they
will see is a big piece of granite and an empty hole.

Resurrection Sunday is an awesome reminder of God’s power, His promise and His love for us all.

In Revelation 21:1-7 we read, ! Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 2And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. ®* And | heard a loud voice from the
throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shalll
be His people, and God Himself will be among them, * and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things
have passed away.” ® And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all things new.” And He
*said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.” * Then He said to me, “Itis done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without
cost. He who overcomes will inherit these things, and | will be his God and he will be My son.

This is our promise of hope; the promise of our inheritance.

What will we inherit; where will we be?

Revelation 22:1-5 reads, * Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the
throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life,
bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of
the nations. 3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His
bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. ° And there
will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because
the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.

This is a brief description of the Holy City New Jerusalem. This brothers and sisters is what we have to look
forward to. Should we die before the Lord returns we will sleep in the grave and await the sound of the
trumpet.

This is what Resurrection Sunday is really all about. It's about the day when the graves on this earth will be
opened. Aday when our restis over, a day when it is time to get up and start living, working in and enjoying
the Kingdom of God. | don’t know about you, but | can’t wait until the stones cry out here on this earth.
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Dook. Review

Janet Turner Stilson,
Biographical Encyclopedia:
Chronicling the History of the
Church of God Abrahamic
Faith 19" and 20" Centuries
(Stillman V alley: W ord Edge,
1011), pp. VI + 612. $ 39.00.

By Dr. Marian Hillar , M.D., Ph.D

Center for Philosophy and Socinian Studies

Houston, TX

The Church of God Abrahamic Faith was formally organized into one denomination in
1921. It was produced by uniting several congregations and movements such as Christian
Connexion (organized by Elias Smith at the beginning of the nineteenth century), the Adventist
Movement with William Miller, Stone Campbell movement known also as the Restoration
Movement and others. After failure of Miller’s predictions Joseph Marsh, who dissociated
himself from this movement, became the advocate of the Second Advent of Christ theology
and Unitarianism which found appeal in many congregations. The efforts were made eventually
to unite them into one organization during several conferences. They succeeded finally at the
general conference in 1921 (mostly influenced by Benjamin Wilson) in Oregon, lllinois, to
organize the Church of God Abrahamic Faith General Conference which still survived with the
main abode in McDonough, Georgia. The main distinguishing teaching of this group is the
soul-sleep doctrine and the antirinitarianism.

The church’s traditions go back to Joseph Priestley (1733 — 1804), an English
theologian, chemist, and educator. He is mainly credited with the discovery of oxygen
(independently with Carl Wilhelm Scheele and Antoine Lavoisier) having isolated it in the
gaseous state, however in the United States he is better known for his theological doctrines.
He is one of the founders of the Unitarian movement in England. After arrival to the United
States in 1794 he helped to found the First Unitarian Church of Pennsylvania. In 1803 he
published General History of the Christian Church, which he dedicated to President Jefferson,
writing that “it is now only that | can say | see nothing to fear from the hand of power, the
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government under which | live being for the first time truly favorable to me.” In 1786 he published
An History of Early Opinions concerning Jesus Christ, compiled from Original Writers, proving
that the Christian Church was at first Unitarian. This book had great influence of Thomas
Jefferson’s own theological views. Historically speaking, however, the roots of the church’s
doctrines go back to the antitrinitarian doctrine of Michael Servetus and Socinians in the sixteenth
century.

The project of writing the encyclopedia of biographies of pastors of the Church of God
was initially suggested by Kent Ross in 2005, but it was extended to laymen and evangelists,
men and women, who contributed to the establishment of congregations during its history.
Subsequently History Committee was organized with Kent Ross, Arlen Rankin, Greg Demmitt
and Jennifer Winner. It was headed by the librarian of the Church Janet Turner Stilson who became
the principal writer of the project. The book is divided into two parts, the nineteenth century for
the entry of those leaders who died before 1950, and the twentieth century for those who died
after 1950 or are still living.

The book begins with a Foreword by Greg Demmitt who describes the pre-Church of
God literature to indicate the commonalities and divergences with other mainstream churches.
As main features common with other churches he lists: 1. Scripture is the only authentic source
of truth; 2. Man is wholly mortal and there is no immortal soul; 3. The restitution of the earth with
the Kingdom located here on earth when Jesus return; 4. A non-trinitarian Christology; 5. Return
of Christ; 6. Restoration of Israel.

The book contains a huge number of biographies of people who left an imprint on the
development of the Church. We learn for example that one of the first conferences was organized
by Alemus Adams in 1910 at Waterloo which approved the basic “Articles of Faith.” Ayear alter
The Restitution Herald was founded in Oregon, Illinois, which is still being published.

The book ends with 13 appendices to the nineteenth century and equal number of
appendices to twentieth century. They discuss a variety of topic, from the doctrinal issue of faith
such as the Holy Spirit, Atonement, Kingdom of God, Resurrection, to the issue rented to the
practice of the faith, baptism, Christian education, missions etc.

This publication represents a badly needed historical record of the Church as a document
for posterity preserving the memory of the past contributors. The Historical Committee and
especially Mrs. Janet Turner Stilson are to be congratulated for their dedication, efforts and
enormous amount of work put into the fruition of this project.

Dr. Marian Hillar, M.D., Ph.D
Center for Philosophy and Socinian Studies
Houston, TX

To order your copy go te:
http:/www.abe-cogge.org/
or call

1-800-347-4261

July eHerald - Page 17



These are but two of the presentations at the Heritage
Conf. held at the North Hills Church, near Springfield,
Ohio. There are two Missions Banquets planned — one
with food of the Philippines, and one with food from
Malawi. The work of the Blair, Nebraska church will be
presented and the work of the Hrogh family there. A
fascinating presentation of the work that connects the
Church of God to €ngland will be done by Jan Stilson,
one of the Church of God History Committee. Larry Rankin
will be telling us of his travels and ministry in the
Philippines. And there is more. Two full days of
remembering our Heritage and casting vision for the
future. There is no charge, but free-will offering cover
expenses. For more details on how to register, contact
Hent Ross at kenthross@gmail.com
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This publication, the Adult Quarterly is still being produced and is a special study for
classes throughout the nation. This issue came from my Father 's archives. Note the

authors then, and some who are still writing. If you don’t use them in your church,
you might want to consider getting one for your own study

Volume 52, Number 4
Eeptembr-:r. Octaober, Nuuember 1978
TH SEEKER'S QUARTERLY
l Knowle

"-_-'-'H[-I-—-

e lEssQNS

]

—Faith Chapel Church of God
Lafayette, Indiana
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TRUTH SEEKER'S QUARTERLY
Adult Lessons

—

Volume 52 September, October, November, 1978 Number 4

EDITOR: C. Jesse Pestle, Rt. 1, Good Hope, L 61438.

Lesson Writers: 7. V. E. Kirkpatrick
1. V. E. Kirkpatrick Il 8. Emory Macy
2. Curtis Simpson 9. James Mattison
3. Hollis Partlowe 10. dohn Carr
4. Gordon Landry 11. Robert Jones
5. Stephen Bolhous 12. John Carr
6. John Railton 13. Gordon Landry

KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH

Sept. 3. God's Flan of Salvation. Eph. 1:3.14, 19.23

Sept. 10. The Christian’s Life and Hope. 1 Thes. 4:1, 2, 6-18
Sept. 17. Developing Christian Maturity. 1 Cor. 3:1-17

Sept, 24. Light for a New Lifestyle. Eph. 5:6-21

Oct. 1, Qualifications of Church Officers, 1 Tim. 3:1-13

Oct. 8. A Study in Contrasts. Prow. 15:1.17

Ocr. 15, Teaching Sound Doctrine. Titus 2:1-8: 2 Tim, 4:1-5
Oct. 22, Counsel to the Church. 1 Tim, 5:1-17

Oct. 29, A Reward for Righteousness. Luke 1:5-17, 11-14, 17.22
10, Mov. 5, (Mission Day} Paul, the True Servant. 2 Cor. 4:1-18
11. Mow. 12, Future Peace. Isa. 35:1-10

12, Nov. 19, Reasons for Thanksgiving. Psa, 111:1-10; 115:13-18

13, Mow. 26, Counsel to Christian Families. Cel. 3:12-21; Deut. 6:69

SO DL o

Truth Seeker's Quarteérly Aduli Lessons is owned and published by Chureh of God General
Conference, 131 North Thivd Street, Oregon, [linois US A, GLO61; mailed guarterly; second
class postage paid at Oregon, 1linoids,

TERMS: United Sia tes, ils Possessions, and Canada

GO0 cents per copy per Quarter; per vear, 53,60
Prices subject to change without notice

THE RESTITUTION HERALD
Oregon, lllinois U.S.A. 610681
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From the Pastor 's Desk....

By Scott Deane

Memorial Day

Though it may not be our intention, Memorial Day is often regarded as just a chance for a
three day weekend. Memorial Day has its origin in the days after the American Civil War. In both
the North and the South, the day was used to decorate the graves of fallen soldiers and sailors. It
was a day to remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country and for the freedoms
that we all enjoy. Eventually, the observation of Memorial Day was extended to include all US
servicemen who had died in war for the defense of our freedoms. As Americans, we have reason
to be thankful for the country in which we live. We enjoy an unparalleled level of freedom in this
country. In many ways, our freedoms have led to the prosperity and bounty that we all take for
granted. Yet, men and women have died in order to protect our precious freedoms. One of the
most cherished of these freedoms is the freedom of religion. Each person has the God-given
right to worship God according to their conscience. Freedom of religion was the original reason
that many immigrants came to this country (the Pilgrims for example). The freedom of religion has
such value for Americans that it was enshrined in the Constitution itself. The Constitution reads in
part, “...Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof...” The exercise of religion and our conscience is off limits to governmental
control or interference. This s a treasured freedom that many have died to uphold and protect.
Recently, Catholic bishops in the United States filed a suit against the Federal Government. The
new health care mandate requires that the Catholic Church provide contraceptive coverage for its
employees. Though we are not Roman Catholics, we must understand that the sincerely held
beliefs of the Roman Catholic Church do not allow for the use of contraceptives. This new law
would require them to violate not only their conscience, but the doctrines and morals of their
church. Thisis a dangerous precedent as the Federal government interferes with the free exercise
of a legitimate religious belief. In essence the Federal government is attempting dictate church
practice and to interfere with the free practice of religion. The issue of contraceptives is not as
important as the principle at stake. “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion or the free exercise thereof...” Once this precious freedom is compromised where will it
stop? Memorial Day reminds us that the freedoms that we enjoy were bought at a dear price and
that they cannot be sacrificed to the urgency of any politician’s agenda.
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What Would Jesus Say?

| have a bracelet that with the letters “WWJD” inscribed
upon it. The popular acronym stands for “What Would Jesus Do?”
It is a helpful reminder for all Christians. However, let me ask
another question: “What would Jesus say?” Have you ever been
in the position to try to comfort a friend or a family member at a
funeral? Itis hard to find the right words to say. You want to comfort
and to give hope, but your words seem inadequate for the circumstances. What would Jesus say...at
a funeral? Fortunately, we don’t have to guess because the words are recorded for us in the 11
chapter of John’s Gospel. In this passage, Jesus arrived in the little town of Bethany. Lazarus, His
good friend, had died after a brief illness. By the time that Jesus arrived, Lazarus had been dead
and buried for 4 days. Martha, Lazarus’ sister and also a close friend of the Lord, rushed out to meet
Jesus. When Martha met Jesus she confessed, “If you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” Jesus responded, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha responded in kind, “I know he will rise
again onthe last day.” This exchange represents a Biblically grounded faith in the coming resurrection.
Jesus, however, takes it one step further. He said to Martha, “| am the resurrection and the life. He
who believes in Me will never die.” God had endowed Jesus, as the Christ, with the power of life
and resurrection. The power of the future resurrection resided in Jesus Himself at that moment.
According to John 11, Jesus proved this power of resurrection a short time later by raising Lazarus
from the dead. However, my point is that Jesus’ words of comfort, “Your brother will rise again,”
centers around the hope of resurrection. Why didn’t Jesus say to Martha, “He has gone to a better
place” or “You brother is smiling down upon us right now?” That wasn't the reality in Jesus’ mind.
Instead, Jesus firmly places the hope of salvation in the future day of resurrection. Earlier in John
chapter 11, Jesus, after knowing that Lazarus had died, told His disciples, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep...l go that | may awaken him out of sleep...now Jesus spoke of his death, but they
thought He was speaking of literal sleep.” In the Bible death is described as a “sleep” or being
“asleep.” Resurrection is being “awakened” to life. In John 5:25, 28-29, Jesus spoke about the
coming resurrection in this fashion:

“...an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who
hear will live.....Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear
His voice, and will come forth, those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who
committed evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment”

Jesus’ words here echo the famous words of Daniel 12:2. Daniel reads,

“...many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the
others to disgrace and everlasting contempt...”

Salvation, eternal life, the last judgment and the ultimate hope of the faithful is tied closely to the
coming day of resurrection. Paul the Apostle learned well from the example of Jesus. When the
church at Thessalonica was troubled by the deaths of their fellow believers, Paul comforted them
with hope in the return of Christ and in the coming resurrection in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18:




“...we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep (dead), so that you
will not grieve as the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep (have died) in Jesus. For this we say to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these
words.”

Notice Paul’'s words in the above quotation. He says, “I don’t want you to be uninformed about
those who are asleep (referring to those who had died) and | don’t want you to grieve like those who
have no hope.” Paul then proceeds to inform them of the truth and give them hope. How? He tells
them about resurrection and the return of Jesus. Why would Paul use these particular words to
comfort the grieving Thessalonians? Why didn’t he use other words or give another hope? Itis
because the true hope of the church is the coming resurrection at the return of Jesus. No other
possibility even occurred to Paul. There is no other hope than the one that has been given to us by
God.

The Persecuted Church

“...an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God.” John 16:2

It may be politically incorrect to say it, but Islam is at war with
Christianity. Many Christians in this country are unaware of it,
but many Christians around the world know this terrible truth
firsthand. Ultimately, itis notin the nature of Islam to tolerate the
existence of any other faiths. For example, the Middle East is
now almost exclusively Muslim. Historically, this was not the case.
Even in modern times, there were still large populations of
Christians in Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq and Turkey.
Over the years, Christian communities in the Middle East were
subject to harassment and punitive measures by Muslim dominated governments. Christians were
systematically driven out, converted by force, or even killed. Even while US forces occupied Irag, a
renewed round of persecution was unleashed upon Iraqi Christians to the point that many just left
the country. With the recent change of governments in Egypt, the remaining Christian populations
in that country are in ever greater danger from attacks. Inthe present unrestin Syria, nearly all the
Christian residents (60,000) of one town were compelled to flee for their lives. In the southern
Sudan, the Islamic government has been conducting a war of extermination on the largely Christian
population of that region for several years now.. If you remember, two of our brethren in Pakistan
were falsely accused of blasphemy against Islam and killed while in police custody. These are not
justisolated examples. This type of persecution is endemic in countries controlled by an Islamic
majority. While we dwell in comparative safety, the church, in other parts of the world, is enduring
real persecution. First, we need to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Pray that the Lord
would give them strength to endure. Second, we need to pray for the Muslim world. Pray that the
message of the gospel would penetrate hard hearts. Third, we, as disciples of Christ, must show
God'’s love to both the Muslim and to the whole world. In the end, only Christ's example of love will
win the world. There is plenty of hate in the world. God forbid that we should add to it.




Big Wedding or a Good Marriage?

Last August, reality star Kim Khardashian (one of
those people who are famous for being famous) wed
NBA star Chris Humphries at a lavish wedding. The
event was intensively covered in the media. The guest
— list included many “A-list” celebrities. The bride and
/ the groom were the stars of their own spectacular
“show” for a day. Truly, it was the ultimate fantasy
fairytale wedding. No expense was spared. The
wedding reportedly cost around 10 million dollars. You heard me right. It was 10 millions dollars!
Then, a mere 72 days later, the “happy couple” filed for divorce! (If the cost of their wedding were
spread out over the length of their marriage, it would be nearly $14,000 per day!). A big wedding
does not guarantee a good marriage. A big wedding does not guarantee a lifetime together.
Though this is an extreme example from the weird world of celebrities, it is symptomatic of a
serious issue in our society. A big wedding is often chosen over laying a foundation for a good
marriage. Now, don’t get me wrong. 1 am not opposed to big weddings. | am not opposed to a day
of celebration. A beginning of a marriage should be celebrated. However, | would rather that
priority would be given to the making a good marriage. A wedding, for all its preparations, lasts
only a day while a marriage is to last a lifetime. Truly, which is more romantic? Isit one day living
a fairytale or is it a love that lasts a lifetime? Compared to generations past there are very high
expectations for weddings these days. This is reflected in the popularity of many reality TV shows
on the subject: “Whose Wedding Is It Anyway?,” “Bridezillas,” and “Say Yes to the Dress.” Bridal
Magazines of all kinds are hot sellers within certain demographics. The wedding “industry” is big
business. Some have even delayed marriage for months or even years for the sake of a big
wedding day. Again, | am not against big weddings. However, laying a foundation for a good
marriage is much more important. Marriage is not a human invention. It was established by God
to define the most important of human relationships. Marriage was built into the very fabric of
creation. Genesis 1:27 says, “God created man in His own image...male and female He created
them...” The first “wedding” was a simple affair. There were only three present:. God, Adam and
Eve. It was simply a husband and wife standing before God. Together, they experienced God’s
blessings. Together, they would suffer the consequences of their bad decisions. Yet, in this primitive
example of marriage, we find the very essence of marriage. Itis a man and a woman standing
before God. Itis a husband and a wife bound together in the journey of life. If we want to lay a
foundation for a good marriage, we have to understand that a good marriage begins with God at
the center. Before being committed to each other, husband and wife must first be committed to live
in obedience to the LORD. If your prospective spouse is not living in obedience to the Lord now,
why would they do so after you are married? If, as a couple, you are living outside the will of God,
God cannot bless you or your marriage unless you repent. A foundation for a good marriage
begins with our relationship with God. Like Adam and Eve, we stand before God as husband
and wife and make a life time commitment. Adam said of Eve, “...this is bone of my bone and flesh
of my flesh...” Adam’s words are not mere poetry. Itis the substance of real marriage. The nitty
gritty of married life is lived out day to day and year to year. Itis discovered in the good times and
inthe bad. Itis found when we are angry with each other and when we make up. Itis revealed as
we age together and truly become “one flesh.” Marriage is hard enough in this world without the
Lord giving us strength and guidance. Afoundation for a good marriage is found in our relationship
with God and in our desire to fulfill God’s design for our marriage. In elevating the wedding day,
have we devalued marriage?
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Who is Listening?

“..there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open
and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do...”
Hebrews 4:13 (NASB)

God sees everything we do. God hears everything we speak.
God know everything we think. You probably learned these truths
from your parents or in Sunday School. We have probably gotten
used to the fact that nothing is hidden from God. God is God. He
is just and merciful and He can be trusted with this sort of
knowledge. However, are you prepared for our government to have
this same godlike omniscience?

Recently, the widely respected technology news site “Wired”

revealed the existence of a massive government project. Inthe

Utah desert near Salt Lake City, the NSA (National Security

Agency) is constructing the nation’s largest and most expensive cyber security project with a $2
billion price tag. The name of the facility is very bland: “Utah Data Center.” Yet, the name belies its
incredible capabilities. Itis scheduled to be completed in September 2013. The facility’s security
system is impressive. Itis surrounded by a fence able to stop a 15,000 pound truck moving at 50
miles per hour. What will be inside that needs to be protected? According to Wired,

“... the facility will consist of four 25,000 square foot halls filled with servers, complete with raised
floor space for cables and storage. In addition, there will be more than 900,000 square feet for
technical support and administration. The entire site will be self-sustaining with fuel tanks large
enough to power the backup generators for three days in an emergency, water storage with the
capability of pumping 1.7 million gallons of liquid per day, as well as a sewage system and massive
air conditioning to keep all those servers cool. Electricity will come from the center’s own substation
built by Rock Mountain Power to satisfy the 65 megawatt power demand. Such a mammoth amount
of energy comes with a mammoth price tag- about 40 million ayear....”

What is the purpose of this facility? Again, according to Wired,

“...Flowing through its servers and routers and stored in near bottomless databases will be all
forms of communication, including the complete content of private emails, cell phone calls, and
Google searches, as well as all sorts of personal data trails- parking receipts, travel itineraries,
bookstore purchases, and other digital pocket litter....”

One official involved with the project was quoted: “Everybody’s a target. Everybody with
communication is atarget.” Itis chilling to know that the government, in the name of battling terrorism,
will be able to collect and store our emails and even cell phone calls. Someone will always be
looking over your shoulder. Someone will always be listening. This is a massive amount of power
to have over our lives. We may be safe as long as our government is benevolent, but it could be
used as a terrible weapon and a method of control in the hands of a tyrant. The Bible talks about an
“antichrist” that will appear at the end of this age. This individual will have great power and control
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over the nations of this earth. | always wondered how this could be. These awesome new
capabilities brought by our ever advancing technology may be the means by which the population
of the earth is controlled by one man. Our freedoms are slowly eroding away.

Movie Review

“Seven Days in Utopia” was released fall 2011
and is now available on DVD and is also playing
on Netflix. Itisrated G and very family friendly. It
is a story about golf, but you don’t have to play golf
or even know anything about golf for this movie to
be appealing. My wife, 12 year old daughter, and
| watched it together and we all enjoyed it. Itis the
story about a young professional golfer who totally
and publicly embarrasses himself at his first pro

T
S tournament. In frustration, he drives away into the
P Texas countryside and after a minor accident finds
] himself stranded in small town Utopia, Texas. He
—— encounters a retired golf pro (played by Robert

Duvall) who takes him under his wing and gives
him a week long golf seminar. However, the young
man is not really learning about golf, but he is learning about life. He discovers that in order to be
a great golfer, he must first understand that golf is not the most important thing in life. Watch and
=k let me know what you think.....

Praising the King, Proclaiming and Preparing for the Coming Kingdom
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A broadcast ministry of the Church of God of the Abrahamic Faith

“...for faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” - Romans 10:17




92nd Annual Church of God General Conference

July 11-13, 2012
At Lawrenceville Church of God
3131 Fox Hollow Rd, Springfield, OH 45502
937-964-1441

Theme: Going with Grace & T ruth
John 1:14-17

Schedule

Wednesday —July 1 1

3:00 — Conference Registration

3:30 - OBC/ABC Chorale Rehearsal

5:00 — Cookout

7:00 — Evening Worship Service — Pastor Scott Millard, speaker
8:30 — Chairman’s Reception

Thursday — July 12

Breakfast on your own

9:00 — Morning Worship — Pastor Rufus Meyers

10:15 — Workshops

1. What To Do When You Don’t Know What To Say — Michael Hoffman

2. Doing Evangelism with Grace and Truth — Mark Tschaenn

3. Open Forum with Board of Directors

4. An Introduction to Natural Church Development — Gary Burnham (this same workshop will also be
offered on Friday morning at 11:15)

11:00 — Break

11:15 — Workshops

1. How to Overcome Offense — Andy Cisneros|

2. OBC/ABC Chorale/Choir Reunion practice in preparation for music to be presented at evenings
services — Dale Ramsey

3. Ministers Association Meeting — Richard Alcumbrack, Moderator

4. Discovering Your Path to Spiritual Leadership — Michele Millard

12:15—Lunch

1:30 — Chapel — Hymn Sing

2:15 — Workshops

1. Ministerial Association Meeting — Richard Alcumbrack, Moderator

2. Priscilla Meeting — Susan Cain

3. Bible Study — Filling Up on His Fullness — Growing into a deeper relationship with the one who is full
of grace and truth — Rebecca Dauksas

4. OBC/ABC Chorale/Choir Practice

3:00 — Break

3:15 — Business Session (ends at 5:15)

5:30 — Dinner

7:00 — Evening Worship — Pastor Michael Cisler, speaker

8:45 — Alumni Association Meeting — Amanda Jacinto, President
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Friday — July 13

Breakfast on your own

9:00 — Morning Worship — Ministerial Recognition Board and Ministers Association Leadership Team
— Recognitions

10:15 — Workshops:

1. Open Forum with Board of Directors

2. Introduction to Financial Peace University — Dan Cain

3. Attitudes that Elevate — Scott Ross

4. An Overview of Digital Technologies and Resources for Biblical Teaching and Preaching — John
Guthrie

5. Ministry to Youth - Gary and Jill Hedges

11:00 — Break

11:15 — Workshops:

1. OBC/ABC Chorale/Choir Practice

2. The Ministry of Influence — Joe Myers

3. Ministers Association Meeting — Richard Alcumbrack, Moderator

4. An Introduction to Natural Church Development — Gary Burnham (this same workshop will also be
offered on Thursday morning at 10:15)

12:15—Lunch

1:30 — Chapel — Steve An, speaker and communion leader

2:15 —Workshopes

1. Ministerial Association Meeting — Richard Alcumbrack, Moderator

2. Priscilla Meeting — Susan Cain

3. Bible Study — Bob Morrison

4. Kyle Casey (topic to be announced later)

3:00 — Break

3:15 — Business Session (ends at 4:15)

4:30 — Board of Directors’ meeting

5:30 — Dinner (Development Foundation Board meets over dinner in a separate room)

7:00 — Evening Worship — Pastor Alan Cain, speaker; Installation of Board of Directors

8:30 — Meeting of Ministers Voluntary Retirement Association Child care will be provided along with
children’s classes, junior church, and youth activities.

Springfield Hotel Information

Please call hotel directly and identify yourself as part of the Church of God General Conference/Atlanta
Bible College:

* Fairfield Inn - 937-323-9554

1870 West First Street, Springfield

Continental breakfast/waffles/breakfast sandwiches

* Hampton Inn - 937-325-8480

101 W. Leffel Lane, Springfield

Hot breakfast

» Comfort Suites - 937-322-0707

121 Raydo Circle, Springfield

Deluxe hot breakfast

e Ramada Inn - 937-328-0123 Wed. night $62.95; Th/Fri $89.95
319 E. Leffel Lane, Springfield

Continental breakfast
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